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Books

CHRIS VANWYK is a
published poet and author of
“about 25 to 30 books", which
incluede short stories, a novel,
two books for teenagers and
now the Freedom Fighters
saras.

He's an avid writer - busy
now on his autobiography =
and an avid reader,

“You have to be if you want to
write,” he says.

Van Wyk is reading How Can
Man Dve Betier, the biography
of Robert Sobukwe, leader of
the PAC, tha organisation
responsible for the anti-pass

marchas. It's written by
Benjamin Pogrund, jourmalist,
one-time deputy editor of the
Rand Daily Mail and a close
friend of Sobukwe.

“It's stunning.” says Van Wyk.
“He was the most briliant man.
with an astonishing intellect. He
was imprisoned on Robben
Island for thres years, and
when it was over they wouldn't
release him,

“They were afraid of his
magnetism and chasm as a
lsader. And so they introduced
a special “Sobukwe’ clausa into
the law and kept him

imprisoned. He was only
refaased in 1976."

He died in 1978.

Recently Van Wyk has re-read
Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall

“| had been reading his
biegraphy and so re-read this

“This is the first truly Adrican
noved, with a namative and
Jialogue which gives it the
sansa of being African. Ha broke
new ground with this book.

*| was struck by both his
Afncan-nass and the
assartivenass of the author.”

Another favourite, which Van
Wk describes as “one of the
best bocks I've ever read” is
Frank McCourt's Angela’s
Ashaz, which he kesps next to
his bedside and often rafers to.

“I'm writing my own memoirs,
and it helps me. He doesn't
respact any kind of tradition, he
tells the story in an Irish voice
a5 tnough he wera talking to a
friend in his lounge or a pub.

“It’s shear bravery and there's
a kind of innocence as he telis
ail, with candour and honesty.

“I'm a black South African
and I've noticed that white

pecple and white writers
bemoan the fact that | tatk
about what happened in the
1950s and 1260s. it's not that
I'm tied to "apartheid stories”,
but it's my Iife. You tell your
own story."

Van Wyk obsarves that
there's a fascinating and sad
approach to reading among
many pacple today.

“When I'm in a taxi, | always
whip out a book and read, t's a
boring drive.”

One day the driver, who'd
known him for a long tima,
asked him: “Chris, ara you
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finished schaol?”

*I said yes, 25 years ago.”

Hsa asked whather perhap:
Chris was studying at
university. “| said no. And th
he said: "Chris, then you dor
have to read anymorel’.

“Peaople in my community
know I'm a writer, and they’
proud of me, but they never
to s8@ my books.”

One of his favourite books
Vatmaar by AHM Scholtz. “|
read it because | was
transiating it. It's the maost
amazing South African book
it's shockingly baautiful.”



